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I was not sure of what we were exactly going to map, or counter-map. AS I understand it,
counter mapping involves a contentious situation where a community or individual uses
spatial visualizations to prove a point, sustain a concern or illustrate some aspect of their
reality. This often involves the use of “powerful” visual languages of cartography, or subvert

them in some way or another in order to counter mainstream representations.

In our walk, we followed a route that was predetermined by established energy grid
elements such as power stations and electricity lines. As we moved around, we paid
attention to distinctive features of the grid, such as poles, meters, local stations and the way
the lines were connected to houses and other buildings. It was interesting to see how these
lines changed according to municipal and prefectural jurisdictions, and how these

materiality reflected such connections. But I still was not sure what we were mapping.
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	都市エコロジー観測所とは 
	都市エコロジー観測所は、市民が主体となり都市環境を観測・可視化するDIY型の観測所です。都市は私たちにとって身近な環境ですが、私たちは都市での暮らしと環境や気候の関係をほとんど知りません。しかし、都市での生活はエネルギー消費、廃棄物などを通して環境に大きな負荷をかけています。また、都市内の植生（緑）や河川は周囲の気温を下げたり、雨水を吸収するなど、アスファルトに覆われた都市の過酷な環境を和らげる働きをしています。都市エコロジー観測所は、Bridge Studioの傍を流れる白川流域のまとまりに注目して、都市の中での水の流れ、植生、太陽光、気候の相互関係を可視化することを目指しています。と同時に、都市を都市たらしめている様々なインフラストラクチャー（電力系統、物流システム、上下水道など）の働きとそ
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